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DEPT . FOR ARA LABOR ADVISOR; ALSO PASS AMB . CASTRO, 
AIFLD AND AFL-CIO 


E.O. 12065: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB PINT AR 

SUBJECT: EIGHT UNION LEADERS RELEASED; STRIKE OF THE "25" 
REMAINS ON 


REFERENCE: BUENOS AIRES 3214 


1. SUMMARY: EIGHT OF THE 20 PLUS LABOR LEADERS ARRESTED 
APR 23 AND 24 HAVE BEEN RELEASED, UNION SOURCES TOLD EMBOFF 
TODAY {APR 25) . ALL ARRESTED HAVE BEEN WELL TREATED. 

A PROVISIONAL "EMERGENCY” COMMITTEE REPRESENTING THE 
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"COMMITTEE OF 25" RATIFIED THAT GROUP ' S STRIKE CALL FOR 
APR 27, WHILE THE RIVAL NATIONAL LABOR COMMISSION 
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MAINTAINED ITS OPPOSITION TO THE STRIKE. BOTH GROUPS JOINED 
LABOR AND POLITICAL GROUPINGS IN CALLING FOR THE RELEASE 
OF THE LABOR LEADERS DETAINED MONDAY NIGHT. THOSE STILL 
DETAINED, INCLUDING SEVERAL LABOR LEADERS ARRESTED 
YESTERDAY (APR 24) , ARE BELIEVED TO BE HELD UNDER 
PEN IN THE LOCAL FEDERAL POLICE HEADQUARTERS. HABEAS 
CORPUS WRITS HAVE BEEN FILED. THE MORNING PRESS 
SPECULATED THAT THE LABOR LEADERS MAY BE RELEASED 
WITHIN 15 DAYS WITH A •'WARNING" OR MAY BE TURNED OVER 
TO THE FEDERAL COURTS FOR PROCESSING UNDER LAW 21,400 
WHICH ESTABLISHES PENALTIES FOR ILLEGAL LABOR 
ACTIVITY. THE GOVERNMENT, MEANWHILE, ANNOUNCED A 
19’ PERCENT WAGE INCREASE FOR MAY, 15 PERCENT MORE THAN 
THAT ORIGINALLZ LRESCRIBED . END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EMBASSY LEARNED FROM UNION SOURCES THAT EIGHT 
OF THE LABOR UNION LEADERS ARRESTED APR 23 AND 24 
WERE RELEASED LAST NIGHT (APR 24) . FOUR OF THE 

EIGHT ARE JORGE LUJAN (GLASS WORKERS) , FRANCISCO RACISKY 
(TRUCKERS) , HUGO BARRIONUEVO (NODDLE WORKERS) AND JOSE 
MONTANI (PETROLEUM WORKERS) ..LUJAN AND RACISKY WERE 
PICKED UP APR 23; BARRIONUEVO AND MONTANI, ON APR 24. 

ACCORDING TO THE SOURCES, THE UNION LEADERS WERE ALL 
BEING TREATED WELL AND WERE STILL DETERMINED TO CARRY 
THROUGH THE STRIKE ON APR 27. 

3. A PROVISIONAL "EMERGENCY" COMMITTEE REPRESENTING 
THE UNIONS OF THE "COMMITTEE OF 25" WHOSE LEADERS 
WERE ARRESTED APR 23 RATIFIED THE "NATIONAL DAY OF 
PROTEST" FOR APR 27. THE RIVAL NATIONAL LABOR 
COMMISSION (CNT) ANNOUNCED IT WOULD CONTINUE NOT TO 
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SUPPORT THE STRIKE CALL AS THE MEASURE HAD BEEN PRO- 
POSED "UNILATERALLY AND IN A HURRY, WITHOUT ACHIEVING 
THE UNITY OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT." THE CNT ALSO 
EXPLAINED ITS DECISION WAS TAKEN "BECAUSE OF THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE LEGITIMATE COMPLAINTS OF THE 
WORKERS COULD BE RISKED IN A CONFRONTATION OF FORCES 
THAT DO NOT REPRESENT THE UNITY OF POPULAR SENTIMENT." 

THE CNT COMMUNIQUE ALSO EXPRESSED FEAR THAT THE STRIKE 
CALL COULD PRECIPITOUSLY RISK THE FUTURE OF THE 
ARGENTINE LABOR MOVEMENT. 

4. AT THE SAME TIME THE CNT APPEALED FOR THE RELEASE 
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OF THE DETAINED LABOR LEADERS IN TELEGRAMS SENT YESTER- 
DARY TO PRESIDENT VIDELA, LABOR MINISTER RESTON, 

INTERIOR MINISTER HARGUINDEGUY AND ECONOMI MINISTER 
MARTINEZ DE HOZ . IT ALSO ASKED BUENOS AIRES ARCHIBISHOP 
ARAMBURU TO INTERVENE ON BEHALF OF THE UNION LEADERS 
AND REQUESTED APPOINTMENTS WITH RESTON AND THE 
MILITARY COMMITTEE TO ARGUE FOR MODIFICATIONS IN THE 
ECONOMIC POLICY. 

5. JOINING THE PROVISIONAL "25" COMMITTEE AND THE 
CNT IN CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF THE ARRESTED UNION 
LEADERS AND SOLIDARITY WITH THE WORKERS' ECONOMIC PLIGHT 
WAS PERONIST PARTY LEADER DEOLINDO BITTEL, RADICAL 
LEADER RICARDO B ALB IN, THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT 
FEDERATION, THE NATIONAL JUSTICIALISTA COUNCIL, THE 
UNIFIED SOCIALIST PARTY, THE POPULAR SOCIALIST PARTY, 

THE INSTRANSIGENTE PARTY, THE COMMUNIST PARTY, THE 
POPULAR LEFTIST FRONT AND SEVERAL OTHER POLITICAL 
PARTY GROUPINGS. THE PRESS FEATURED REPORTS THAT THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE LABOR UNIONS AND 
THE WORLD LABOR CONFEDERATION HAD ALSO CALLED UPON 
VIDELA TO RELEASE THE UNION LEADERS. 

6. THE 20 LEADERS ARRESTED APR 23 -- PLUS ANOTHER 
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FOUR FROM THE "COMMITTEE OF 25" WHO WERE ARRESTED 
YESTERDAY -- WERE REPORTED TO BE HELD UNDER EXECUTIVE 
DETENTION IN THE "UNION SECTION" OF FEDERAL POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS IN BUENOS AIRES. HABEAS CORPUS WRITS ON 
THEIR BEHALF WERE FILED. THE MORNING PRESS SPECUALTED 
THAT THE UNION LEADERS COULD REMAIN HELD FOR "PRO- 
CESSING" FOR UP TO 15 DAYS AND THEN RELEASED FOR 
TRIAL UNDER THE TERMS OF LAW 21.400 WHICH ESTABLISHES 
PRISON SENTENCES FOR UP TO TEN YEARS (THE HEAVY 
SENTENCE FOR PUBLIC INCITEMENT TO STRIKE) FOR INCIT- 
ING ILLEGAL LABOR ACTIVITY. 

7 . THE LABOR LEADERS ARRESTED APR 24 INCLUDE HUGO 
BARRIONUEVO (NOODLE WORKERS) , FRANCISCO LOIACONO 
(TOBACCO WORKERS), JUAN RACCHINI (CARBONATED BOTTLING PLANT 
WORKERS), AND RAMON VALLE (INSURANCE WORKERS). 
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VALLE APPARENTLY PRESENTED HIMSELF VOLUNTARILY TO AUTHORI- 
TIES APR 24 AFTER HAVING AVOIDED ARREST DURING THE 
DETENTION OF THE OTHER LEADERS ON APR 23. THE 
PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT NESTOR DORRA (MILLERS) AND 
JOSE MONTAINI (PETROLEUM WORKERS) WERE DETAINED ALONG 
WITH THE 20 LEADERS ON APR 23 AND THAT ALFONSO 
MILLAN (GLASS WORKERS) WAS ARRESTED WHILE PRESIDING 
OVER A GLASS WORKERS CONGRESS IN MAR DEL PLATA ON 
APR 24. 

8. ALSO ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, THE AUTOMOTIVE UNITY 
MOVEMENT " GREEN LIST", REPRESENTING MOST OF THE 
COUNTRY'S AUTO AND TRUCK MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 

ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY IT WOULD ADHERE TO THE STRIKE. 
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IN CORDOBA, THE UNIONS' COORDINATING COMMITTEE REPORTEDLY 
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SAID MOST OF THAT PROVINCE'S UNIONS WILL ADHERE, 

WHILE IN ROSARIO, SPOKESMEN SAID MOST WILL NOT. THE 
TUCUMAN UNIONS ARE REPORTEDLY NOT EXPECTED TO ADHERE, 

AND MENDOZA REMAINS UNDECIDED. 

9. IN THE MEANTIME, THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED YESTER- 
DAY THAT WAGES WOULD BE HIKED 19 PERCENT IN MAY, TEN 
PERCENT IN JUNE AND TEN PERCENT IN JULY. THE MONTHLY 
INCREASES WOULD THEN BE 15, SIX AND SIX PERCENT 
RESPECTIVELY ABOVE THE FOUR PERCENT PER MONTH INCREASE 
PRESCRIBED BY THE GOVERNMENT IN JAN. THE JOINT 
ECONOMY AND LABOR MINISTRY COMMUNIQUE SAID THAT THE 
"GOVERNMENT'S CENTRAL ROLE IS MAINTAINING WAGES OF 
LOWER INCOME GROUPS" WHILE IT IS HOPED THAT BEYOND 
THE MINIMUM WAGE, WAGES CAN BE FREELY SET BY EMPLOYERS 
AND WORKERS ONCE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS PERMIT. 
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